The prognostic value of p53 remains controversial in transitional cell carcinomas of the bladder. Survivin, an inhibitor of apoptosis, is expressed in many human cancers. Recent studies have reported increased expression of survivin in superficial transitional cell carcinomas of the bladder. We investigated the expression of survivin and p53 and the clinical implications of this expression in superficial transitional cell carcinomas of the bladder. Materials and Methods: Immunohistochemical staining of paraffin sections using a monoclonal antibody for survivin and p53 was performed in 82 cases of superficial transitional cell carcinomas of the bladder. Correlations between the expression of survivin and p53 and clinicopathological features, such as age, multiplicity of tumor, size, recurrence, and progression, were examined. Results: Among 82 cases, positive survivin expression (greater than 20%) was observed in 59 cases. Positive p53 expression (greater than 20%) was observed in 46 cases. There were no significant differences in age, gender, multiplicity, tumor size, tumor grade, pT stage, recurrence, or progression-free survival between p53-positive and p53-negative groups (p＞0.05). Also, there were no significant differences in age, gender, multiplicity, tumor size, tumor grade, or pT stage between survivin-positive and survivinnegative groups (p＞0.05). However, recurrent-free and progression-free survivals were significantly lower in the survivin-positive group than in the survivin-negative group (p＜0.05).
. Kaplan-Meier cumulative recurrence-free and progression-free curves of patients with superficial bladder tumor according to p53 immunoreactivity. There were no significant differences in recurrence-free (p=0.081) and progression-free survival (p=0.793) between the p53-positive and p53-negative groups. Fig. 3 . Kaplan-Meier cumulative recurrence-free and progression-free curves of patients with superficial bladder tumor according to the survivin immunoreactivity. There were significant differences in recurrence-free (p=0.015) and progression-free survival (p=0.046) between the surviving-positive and survivin-negative groups.
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